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Louis-Émile Cormier, naturalist, led a walk to 

demonstrate the use and proper placement of 

birdhouses for swallows as well as nesting rafts for 

ospreys. He explained the importance of keeping 

wildflowers and dead tree stumps around so birds 

can nest. 

Robert Capozi, Specialist at the Department of 

Environment and Local Government’s Climate 

Change Secretariat, presented future climate 

projections as well as the risks our region faces. 

About twenty people met to discuss solutions for 

adaptation. 

A question and answer type discussion was held 

with Robert Capozi. Here is an overview of what was 

said: 

 

Q. Is the Province implementing its Climate Change 
Action Plan? (Transitioning to a Low-Carbon 
Economy)? 
A. Yes. Especially regarding various departments’ 
activities. 
 
Q. Are rules being put in place to encourage 
adaptation strategies? 
A. Yes. For example, at the municipal level, the 
imposed “inhabitable level” for new constructions is 
being raised to a few meters above sea level. 
 
Q. Will we see technology to build on pillars like they 
do in Louisiana?  
A. Maybe, but is this practical in the winter against 
the ice? Rather, the solution is to move away from 
the shore. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Q. Are insurance companies reacting the impact of 
climate change? 
A. There is insurance against floods now, but the 
premiums are quite high. 
 
Q. Are we talking to Prince Edward Island and Nova 
Scotia about these issues, to help us in our efforts? 
A. There is cooperation among the Maritime 
Provinces and as far as the North-East of the United 
States. 
 
Q. This spring, we had frost late. Will it last even 
longer next year? 
A. Spring is hard to predict, but we expect that the 
weather will change quickly. 
 
Q. For the Grande-Digue Dune, is it worthwhile to 
restore the breach? 
A. Yes. Natural restoration of dunes is a good 
investment in terms of time and money. 
 
Q. Is there something in place to protect people who 
are being flooded? 
A. Detailed information on high-risk areas for 
flooding will be available on the Province’s Web Site:  
http://geonb.snb.ca/geonb/. 
 
 
 
 

Ice protects us from erosion in the winter, but it’s 

a lot less interesting when it makes its way into 

your house!  

The Marina is located on a filled marsh. The site is an 

important spot for breeding and migrating birds. 
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Participants of the talk discussed several themes, such as 

impacts and risks, structures needing to be adapted, risk 

management, regulations, and cooperation with elected 

officials. 

 

Talks around solutions for climate change will continue in the 

fall of 2018. These discussions will be used towards a Climate 

Change Adaptation Plan for the Cocagne watershed. 

 An expert will be needed to examine 

the brook, the wetland, or the coast 

to identify which properties are 

vulnerable to flooding and to 

recommend actions to be 

undertaken to adapt. The 

recommendation could lead to 

protecting natural spots in the 

riparian zone or restoring a wetland, 

such as a pond, to retain water and 

prevent flooding. 

 

 If our infrastructures need to be 

rebuilt, we should already be saving 

up to do so. For now, government 

funds are allocated elsewhere. 

 

 People need to have an open and 

respectful dialogue with elected 

officials to discuss the importance of 

adapting to climate change. 

Developing an action plan for 

adaptation is a good example of this 

kind of cooperation. 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

INTERESTING RESOURCES 

http://www2.gnb.ca/content/gnb/en/depart

ments/elg/environment/content/climate_cha

nge.html 

www.bathurstsustainabledevelopment.com 

 

Refreshments made with local produce: salads with wildflowers, 

sundried tomatoes, and Jerusalem artichokes with hot pepper 

and lovage dip, rhubarb crumble and lilac nectar. Thank you to 

the Ferme Spirale and the Ferme Marcel-Goguen from Cocagne!  

There are lots of strong winds. That’s what 
people around me are saying. 
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